Title of Model Unit: 
Michigan Merit Curriculum

 11. 1 The Power of Language to Transform Lives – 

Anchor Text: The Canterbury Tales
The following lesson is a part of a unit found in the Grade 11 -  Michigan Merit Curriculum.  It is based up the theme: In the transformation from oral language to the written word, universal truths of human nature were formalized.  The unit would begin with activities regarding the process of transformation and the reading of the anchor texts Beowulf and the Prologue to The Canterbury Tales.  The following lessons are the first few days of The Pardoner’s Tale by Geoffrey Chaucer.
Content Expectations covered in the Lesson:
CE 2.1.3 Determine the meaning of unfamiliar words, specialized vocabulary, figurative language, idiomatic expressions, and technical meanings of terms through context clues, word roots and affixes, and the use of appropriate resource materials such as print and electronic dictionaries.

CE 2.1.4 Identify and evaluate the primary focus, logical argument, structure, and style of text or speech and the ways in which these elements support of confound meaning or purpose.

CE 2.1.7 Determine understanding of written, spoken or visual information by restating, paraphrasing, summarizing, critiquing, or composing a personal response, distinguish between a summary and a critique.
CE 3.1.4 Analyze characteristics of specific works and authors and identify basic beliefs, perspectives, and philosophical assumptions underlying an authors work.

CE 3.2.2 Identify different types of poetry and explain how specific features influence meaning.
CE 3.3.1 Explore the relationships among individual works, authors, and literary movements in English and American literature and consider the historical, cultural, and societal contexts in which works were produced.

CE 3.3.2 Read and analyze classic and contemporary works of literature representing a variety of genres and traditions and consider their significance in their own time period as well as how they may be relevant to contemporary society.

Big Ideas: 
Oral Tradition/Story Telling/Power of Language/Universal Truths of Human Nature/ Transformation

Enduring Understandings/Theme for the Unit:
· In the transformation from oral language to the written word, universal truths of human nature were formalized.
Essential Questions
· What evidence do I have that I am committed to learning?

· Where will I find wisdom?

· When is loyalty to myself more important than loyalty to a friend?

· How do I demonstrate that I am open-minded enough to learn from my experiences?
· How do the heroes of literature reflect the values of the time?

· What journey will I take to become my own hero?
Key Knowledge:

Students will know






Key terms






· End-rhyme

· Internal rhyme

· Rhyme Scheme
Students will be able to:

· determine meaning of unfamiliar words.

· identify different types of poetry and explain how specific features influence meaning and story.

· analyze Chaucer’s work, his significance to literature, and the transformation of language.

Student Self Assessment:
Selection of End of Unit Assessment from one of the following- 

· Create a Digital Story

· Create a Transformational Timeline – Photo Based

· Create a Podcast

· Create a Powerpoint

· Identify other transformational text throughout time (Modern, Middle, and English) and write a paper describing these changes and their impact.
Electronic Resources:

http://www.librarius.com/cantales/pardotal.htm
http://www.babasword.com/index/index.html
http://www.weeklyreader.com/canterbury/
http://aspirations.english.cam.ac.uk/converse/chaucer/video_external_large_pardoner.asp
http://edcommunity.apple.com/ali/story.php?itemID=151
